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65 designer, name brand outlets and shops, including: 

Banana Republic Factor y Store • Bombay Outlet • Bose • Calvin Klein • Dooney & Bourke • Lenox

Liz Claiborne • Mikasa • Ann Taylor • Tommy Hilfiger • Reebok Outlet Store • and many more!

Make Shopping Part of Your
July 4th Weekend Festivities

Visit the Independence Day Sidewalk Sale, July 1 – 4
and set off fashion fireworks!

MEGAN WINSLOW staff photographer

Campers from the Jensen Beach Environmental Studies Center play
in the surf at Stuart Beach on Tuesday. Despite recent shark
attacks in the Panhandle, teacher Denise Blanton said neither she
nor her campers are overly concerned. For safety, the group swims
in a cluster close to shore with teachers and aides stationed around
the perimeter.

“Tourists always ask me, ‘Aren’t you afraid to
go in the water?’ And I say, ‘Aren’t you afraid to
drive your automobile?’ There’s a much greater

chance you’ll be in an accident.”
Bruce “Spunky” Strunk

owner of Spunky’s Surf Shop in Fort Pierce

SHARKS
FROM A1

Denise Blanton, a teacher
with the Jensen Beach Envi-
ronmental Studies Center
Wave Runner Camp, takes a
group of about 40 elementary
and middle school children
to the beach almost every
day of the summer for a
“cool-off session.”

For safety, the children
swim in a giant cluster sur-
rounded by teachers and
high school aides.

As for the sharks, Blanton
said neither she nor her
charges are overly con-
cerned.

“We keep an eye out, and
we always go where the life-
guards are,” she said, corral-
ling a few stragglers back
into “bounds” at Stuart
Beach. “We watch out for
bait fish.”

Across the street at the
Florida Oceanographic Soci-
ety, Program Director Phillip
Baldwin echoed that senti-
ment.

When sharks bite a person,
it’s usually either self-de-
fense or a case of “mistaken
identity,” he said.

A swimmer’s bathing suit
can contribute to the prob-
lem, he said. Contrasting col-
ors like bold stripes and
patches tend to look like a
small school of fish to a
shark.

Bruce “Spunky” Strunk,
owner of Spunky’s Surf Shop
in Fort Pierce, agreed that
beachgoers should take pre-
cautions but shouldn’t fear
the ocean.

“Tourists always ask me,

‘Aren’t you afraid to go in
the water?’ And I say, ‘Aren’t
you afraid to drive your au-
tomobile?’ There’s a much
greater chance you’ll be in
an accident.”

Although autopsy results
on shark victim Jamie Marie
Daigle, 14, point to a bull
shark attack, Baldwin said
that species isn’t a real
threat to Martin County resi-
dents.

Around Hutchinson Is-
land, bites from blacktip
sharks and nurse sharks are
more common, he said.

The characteristically doc-
ile nurse shark really only
bites when bathers acciden-
tally step on it or poke at it,
he said.

Reefs like the one at Bath-
tub Reef beach provide a nat-
ural habitat for sharks to
search for prey, and they of-
ten rest in the deep troughs
between sand bars, waiting
for fish to get stunned in the
surf and sucked back out to
sea.

But if beachgoers such as
Blanton and her rowdy crew
stay alert, their odds of be-
coming a target for a shark
are very slim, Baldwin said.

“It’s always good, when-
ever you’re out in the wild,
to be aware of your sur-
roundings,” he said. “... If
people use common sense
and enjoy themselves, there’s
really nothing to worry
about.”

Staff writer Shawna Gal-
lagher Vega contributed to
this report.

- megan.winslow@scripps.com
- Post a comment on TCPalm.com
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change your plan
       without changing your contract

Nationwide Calling*

with National Freedom®

Additional charges apply. See below.**

Unlimited Nights & Weekends

900 Anytime Minutes – $5999

Unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes
mo

Unlimited Calls HomeSM

Start your nights at 7:00 p.m. for $700

Add lines for $999
mo

mo

what’s not to love?

come and get your loveSM

*Coverage may not be available in all areas. See Alltel for details. 

**Federal, state and local taxes apply. In addition, Alltel charges a Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee (currently 56¢), a Telecom Connectivity Fee (currently 59¢), federal & state Universal Service Fund 
fees (both vary by customer usage), and a 911 fee of up to $1.94 (where 911 service is available). These additional fees are not taxes or government-required charges and are subject to change. 
Plan Changes: Change your plan without changing your contract does not apply to certain business accounts. Plan changes may not become effective until beginning of your next billing cycle. Plan 
Details: Mobile-to-Mobile Minutes apply to calls between Alltel wireless customers that begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Call forwarding, 411 & voice mail calls excluded. Unlimited Calls Home 
requires 2 or more lines of wireless service on the same bill. Primary line must be on a select rate plan $49.99/month or higher that includes unlimited Mobile-to-Mobile minutes. Available to single 
line accounts for $5/month. Calls must begin & end in your plan’s calling area. Customer’s wireless number & designated home number must be in the same geographic area. Nights are Mon-Thurs 
9:00pm-5:59am. Weekends are Fri 9:00pm-Mon 5:59am. Extended Night Minutes: Extended night minutes begin at 7 p.m. and end at 5:59 a.m. Available to new customers and existing customers on 
select plans $29.99 and higher. No contract extension required. Any secondary line is eligible but requires an additional $7/month fee. Add Lines: Secondary lines available for $9.99/month. 1 line must 
be a primary line of service on select rate plans $59.99 and higher, with no more than 4 secondary lines at $9.99/month. 2-year service agreement required for each line in conjunction with a phone 
promotion. Additional Information: Limited-time offer at participating locations. While supplies last. Credit approval & approved handset required. $20 non-refundable activation fee applies. $200 early 
termination fee may apply. Offers are subject to the Alltel Terms & Conditions for Communications Services available at any Alltel store or alltel.com. All other product & service marks referenced are 
the names, trade names, trademarks & logos of their respective owners. ©2005 Alltel Communications, Inc.

Kyocera SoHo

With 2-year 
service agreement.

99¢
Sale Price

Color screen

Full Retail Price   $139.99 

Audiovox CDM8910

Camera phone

With 2-year 
service agreement.

Full Retail Price $189.99

Sale Price
$1999

Jensen Beach
3221 N.W. Federal Hwy.
(772) 284-6529

Treasure Coast Mall
3072 N. W. Federal Hwy.
(772) 692-0023

Stuart
3299 S. Federal Hwy.
(772) 283-2572

Proud Sponsor of:

Alltel welcomes our new customers from US Cellular.

Alltel Retail Stores

 POOL TABLE SERVICE
 Moving~Recovering~Repairs

 BABE’S BILLIARDS
 465-2919 or 1-800-741-7665

 We meet the 2001 Building Code Wind 
 Load Restrictions!

 We heated the pool for the Olympics.
 Let us heat yours too!

 SOLAR, HEAT PUMPS, GAS HEATERS, SOLAR DOMESTIC HEATER

 HELIOCOL ®  SOLAR POOL HEATING SALE!

 24 YEARS SERVING THE TREASURE COAST
 Lic. #CVC056637 

 BONDED

 SINCE 1979

 90 Days Same as Cash
 (100% FINANCING AVAILABLE)

 Call Today!
 ST. LUCIE

 464-2663
 MARTIN

 288-0442
 IND. RIVER

 562-8999

SOURCES: The Associated Press; International Shark Attack File Staff graphic/Hiram Henriquez The Sun Sentinel
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